THE  REMINISCENCES  OF  CARL  SCHURZ
And finally, after much heroic fighting on both sides, McClel-
lan, at one time within sight of the steeples of Richmond, re-
treated before what he called the " superior forces " of the
rebels, and congratulated himself upon " saving his army."

On the llth of March, President Lincoln had issued an
order creating three military departments, that of the Potomac,
under the command of General McClellan; the Mountain De-
partment, embracing the country west of the Department of
the Potomac, and east of a north-and-south line drawn through
Knoxville, Tennessee, to be commanded by General Fremont,
and the Department of the Mississippi, west of the Mountain
Department, under General Halleck. Soon after my nomina-
tion for a brigadier generalship had been confirmed by the
Senate, I was ordered by the War Department to report to
General Fremont for duty.

While I was waiting in Washington for my confirmation
and assignment, I had again to undergo the tribulations of per-
sons who are supposed to be men of " influence." The news
had gone abroad that in America there was a great demand for
officers of military training and experience. This demand could
not fail to attract from all parts of the globe adventurous char-
acters who had, or pretended to have, seen military service in
one country or another, and who believed that there was a chance
for prompt employment and rapid promotion. Washington at
that period fairly swarmed with them. Some were very re-
spectable persons, who came here well recommended, and sub-
sequently made a praiseworthy record. Others belonged to the
class of adventurers who traded on their good looks or on the
fine stories they had concocted of their own virtues and achieve-
ments. Being myself of foreign birth, I was approached by
many of those who came from Germany, or Austria, or France,
with the expectation that I would naturally be disposed to
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his time and his means,
